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NEXT BUXTON BUZZ 

AS MATTERS ARISE 

Be United & Show Courage … 
 
President Cyril Ramaphosa extended the lockdown until the end of the 

month.  No-one knows what is going to happen after that. Thousands of fami-

lies anguish about how they will make it through the rest of this month and 

whatever lockdown period we will have.  It is not clear what how many com-

panies are going to remunerate their workers given that the Covid-19 pan-

demic has brought many businesses in the economy to a halt. We, as par-

ents and educators, have to remember that our children are watching us all 

the time and we have to be the light during this darkness.  

 

Ben Okri * (Sunday Times, p.13. 5 April 2020) writes that ‘we could begin 

now to create the best chapter in the human story’.  Below is an extract from 

this article ( ‘A New Hunger For Life’): 

 “Is it possible to obsess about something till one becomes sick of it?  

People have made themselves ill with their own minds .  If this can happen 

with an individual obsession, what can happen when a whole culture ob-

sesses over something as potent to the imagination as the current pandemic.   

 Perhaps it is time to develop another mental contagion to counteract 

the force of the deadly one.  Perhaps it is time to develop a contagion of 

courage, good health, and solidarity.  Not enough has been said about the 

role of our mental condition in fighting the virus.  Fear brings out the worst in 

us, it makes us panic buyers.  But generosity of the spirit makes us think of 

our common survival.  This awakens in us creative ways of coping with the 

stresses resulting from the measures to contain the virus.  We are never 

more resourceful when we act from courage.” 

 

*Ben Okri is a  Nigerian novelist and poet  who won the Booker prize for the 

Famished Road.  

 

In my conversations with many of the staff , I have been met by positive atti-

tudes and many of them acting with courage; sharing their simple ideas of 

working according to a timetable with neighbours.  Many of them proudly 

mentioned how the neighbours respected the lockdown and how in areas 

where testing was available the community accepted such invitations. But 

there have also been reports of theft and looting reported in some areas. 

 

We now need to show courage to face what the pandemic throws our way: 

social distancing; little or no income; making the best of lockdown; etc. etc. 

Let us all remember courage will make us patient and resourceful. 

- Sedick Dawood, Director. 
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Ideas for Parents 

Some of the website details that staff use for lesson preparation are given below.  Parents may use the 
details to get ideas of activities they could do with their child or children. Of course, this will be in addi-
tion to what some parents may already be using. 
(PO = Programme Organiser; See separate link sent) 

Unit & Classes Websites Tips From Teachers 
(Parents are likely familiar with tips 
given below) 

Educare I  
Classes: Babies; Snow 
Whites & Busy Bears 
 

 From  Teachers: 
Rashieda; Carol-Jane; 
Ntosh & Yushrah. 

www.first.school.ws 
Learn the Alphabet 
 
www.pinterest.com 
Click on search: Rhymes, Maths, 
Words etc  
 
https://www.abcmouse.com/  
 
 

Say thank you. 
Please sit down when you are eating.  
Continue to recite short familiar 
rhymes and extending learning at 
home as per the POs (Programme 
Organiser). 
- The new curriculum prescribes that 
we talk to all the children as if they 
understand everything. So, you may 
explain to your baby what social dis-
tancing is. 

Educare II 
Classes:  Yogi Bears; Mina 
Moos & Owls 
 
From Teachers: 
Charlene; Patricia; Carilyn; 
Amina; Tia 

www.pinterest.com 
Click on search: Rhymes, Maths, 
Words etc 
www.growinghandsonkids.com 
Click on printables 
 
https://www.abcmouse.com/  
 
Interesting apps: 
Kids Learning Box;  The Happy 
Child. 
 

Being consistent. 
Praise your child when it is due.  
Use Positive reinforcement, I.e., in-
stead of say: “Don’t Run” say, “Walk 
slowly” 
Give your child a choice - ‘’Would like 
to use the red spoon or the blue 
spoon?’’ 
Always have a routine and follow the 
routine from a chart. 
Make it Fun. 
 

Pre-Primary 
Classes:  Dolphins; Peter 
Pans & Robin Hoods 
 

From Teachers: 
Marcelle 

Maybre 

Hayley 

Leatitia 

Tarrin-Lee 

www.pinterest.com, 
Click on search: Rhymes, Maths, 
Words etc 
 

https://www.vooks.com/parents 

 
https://www.youtube.com/user/
kids 
www.homeschool.com 
Click on Free printable worksheets 
www.growinghandsonkids.com 
Click on printables 
h t t p s : / /
therelaxedhomeschool.com  
 
 www.everythingpreschool.com/
themes/index.htm  
 
Interesting apps: 
Kids Learning Box;  The Happy 
Child. 

Always be consistent, follow through 
regarding discipline and in remember: 
“Repetition is the Key to Success” - 
where applicable.. 
Continue to recite rhymes and extend-
ing learning at home as per the POs. 
 Watch your child’s  screen time. 

Set a target to be reached before a 

meal—e.g. shapes on the cereal box. 

Set a timer to take a break after 7 min 

(~5yr old) of screen time; Set specific 

targets for break time - walk down 10 

times in the passage—join your child if 

you have to—MAKE IT Fun!!! 

 

Thank you staff for the time and effort you put into supplying all the details above! 

http://www.first.school.ws/
http://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.abcmouse.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.growinghandsonkids.com
https://www.abcmouse.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/kids
https://www.youtube.com/user/kids
http://www.homeschool.com
http://www.growinghandsonkids.com
https://therelaxedhomeschool.com
https://therelaxedhomeschool.com
http://www.everythingpreschool.com/themes/index.htm
http://www.everythingpreschool.com/themes/index.htm
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2klRy9nAHG4 

Staff News 

 Staff were requested to share their lockdown experiences with us. Below are some responses: 

 A staff member shared with me that she showed the daily routine timetable she uses for her children 

with quite a few neighbours in the street.  She further reported that neighbours have thanked her for 

the ideas.   We commend this teacher  for having the courage to introduce the timetable idea and in 

that way she also spread the spirit of ‘Ubuntu’. 

 T. Carmen had her first Zoom session with Mr Dawood in order to learn how to Mail Merge a word 

document with a workbook in order to use mail merge with assessment reports. T Carmen was 

thrilled by her experience and she is looking forward to further exploring this avenue as she believes 

that it is just the beginning of wonderful world of computers that was opened up to her by what she 

calls “The Computer Guru himself”, and she says: “Bill Gates watch out “ 

 The world is busy to… MASK.  See related articles: 

>   https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-01-the-great-mask-debate-policy-shifts-towards-masks-in-sa-

and-elsewhere/?utm_source=homepagify  

>   https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-04/coronavirus-why-i-m-coming-around-on-

wearing-a-face-mask  

 Anon. 1— I keep myself busy with baking and cooking, and take care not to gain weight too much.  I 

step daily, with about 30 minutes on the exercise bicycle and exercise with the dumbbells. Reading 

materials such as religious books, helps keep me grounded.  I am teaching a child at home with  

words pronunciation to equip her when entering in spelling bee competitions etc.  

 Anon. 2 handed in the following extremely informative webinar video about Covid-19.  All staff should 

be familiar with this information:   

 

 T Felicia : a special challenge—Alphabet Exercise on p.4. 

School Fees 

Some parents have responded to the letter requesting that parents pay their child/children’s school fees in 

order for us to pay staff and the other essential operational costs. 

We are very grateful that a few parents have paid. We have also sent personal Thank You letters to those 

who have paid. Parents who have paid and who have not received a personal letter are to please inform 

admin at edenroad31@gmail.com. 

We have to be mindful of the different financial situation each family find themselves in. 

We want to appeal to any other parents who have NOT paid the school fees nor communicated that they 

cannot pay the school fees to please inform edenroad31@gmail.com that they are able to make a 

lockdown/school fees donation (Every rand we get in will help us to cover our expenses); OR not 

able to pay the fees.  This will be much appreciated. 

 

Please note that your May 2020 communication (i.e. whether or not a family is able 

to pay for May 2020)  is important for our planning purposes. Communication for the 

month of May 2020 may be sent as soon as we know what happens re. lockdown at the end of this phase. 

This will also be greatly appreciated. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2klRy9nAHG4
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-01-the-great-mask-debate-policy-shifts-towards-masks-in-sa-and-elsewhere/?utm_source=homepagify
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-01-the-great-mask-debate-policy-shifts-towards-masks-in-sa-and-elsewhere/?utm_source=homepagify
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-04/coronavirus-why-i-m-coming-around-on-wearing-a-face-mask
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-04/coronavirus-why-i-m-coming-around-on-wearing-a-face-mask
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About Courage 

All of us experience fear, but when we confront and acknowledge it, we are able to turn it into courage. Being coura-
geous does not mean never being scared; it means acting as you know you must even though you are undeniably 
afraid. 

 
Desmond Tutu 

Guard Against Fake News 

An interesting article: 

Get to know how science works before making claims about Covid-19 

BY ISMAIL LAGARDIEN 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-04-15-get-to-know-how-science-works-before-making-claims-

about-covid-19/?tl_inbound=1&tl_groups[0]

https://libquotes.com/desmond-tutu
https://subscriptions.touchbasepro.com/t/d-l-mtkikjd-wyddhhili-yh/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-04-15-get-to-know-how-science-works-before-making-claims-about-covid-19/?tl_inbound=1&tl_groups%5b0%5d=80895&tl_period_type=3&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Zapiro%20Thing%20Wednesday%2015%20April%202020%20Webin
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-04-15-get-to-know-how-science-works-before-making-claims-about-covid-19/?tl_inbound=1&tl_groups%5b0%5d=80895&tl_period_type=3&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Zapiro%20Thing%20Wednesday%2015%20April%202020%20Webin

